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“ALL NATIONS SHALL STREAM TOWARD HIM” (Is 2:2)

COMMUNION LETTER - CHRISTMAS 2025
“ITIS THE HOUR OF LOVE!"

Happy Birth of the Lord Jesus! Our Jubilee Year has left its final words echoing in the air: “Rejoice
in the Lord always” (Phil 4:4). In this time of grace, we remember the reason for our joy: a Son has
been born to us, the Lord, our God.

THE YEARNING FOR LIBERATION AND COMMUNION. We come from a rupture that has
left us with the mark of a distance, of a deep wound, of a sign of identity and belonging. The
estrangement from God has been the deepest wound in our condition as created beings, because
“in the beginning” there was God, and without Him nothingness and emptiness continue to take
possession of our existence and, with them, loneliness, weariness, fear, cruelty, violence, deceit,
slavery, and death. That primordial rupture left us with a yearning for liberation and for communion.

Yet that yearning also carried within it a promise of healing and restoration, of salvation and
the gathering of all peoples, proclaimed by the prophets. And that definitive promise, in turn, gave
rise to waiting, to hope and expectation’, to the anticipation of the Day when “the branch of the
Lord shall be splendor and glory, and the fruit of the land shall be pride and honor for the survivors
of Israel” (Is 4:2). Toward this shoot, this child who is to be born to us, “all nations shall stream and
many peoples shall come” (Is 2:2-3). In Him all the Scriptures will be fulfilled, and upon Him “the
Spirit of the Lord shall rest...” (Is 11:2). Hope taught us to read the signs that would precede Him.

TODAY THIS SCRIPTURE HAS BEEN FULFILLED (Lk 4:21). That TODAY was real, and it
continues to be so as the center of salvation history, the axis around which everything turns, the
banner that will be raised and to which “the nations shall turn, and His dwelling shall be glorious” (ls
11:10). The Word has become flesh, and in Him the promise is fulfilled that will make all things new:
Communion and Unity will cease to be a mere longing and will become the true destiny of
humanity and of all creation. Toward Him will come those who are far and those who are near; all
will be reconciled in Him. Thus the lion and its prey shall feed together (cf. Is 11:6-9); signs of
violence and barbarity will be transformed into signs of universal peace and care; barrenness and
sterility will be transformed into fruitfulness and life, because there will be a mother and a newborn
child (cf. Is 7:14). What is human will become more truly human, because God has willed to assume
it. This promise, once fulfilled, will bring the freedom, stability and unity for which we long.

T Gonzélez de Cardedal, Olegario, «La espera y la esperanza», in La empresa de vivir. Estudios sobre la vida y obra de
Pedro Lain Entralgo, Barcelona, Circulo de Lectores, 2003.



LOVE FULFILLS THE PROMISE. “It is the Hour of Love!2” The Birth of Jesus, the Son of God,
is the unheard chord that has set all creation vibrating: the Three, in perfect unison, revealing
themselves. “God is here; come, let us adore Him.” A cantus firmus, an ostinato acting as a
gravitational force drawing everything toward Him: heaven and earth, shepherds and sages, sheep
and gold, incense and myrrh, angels alongside a humble couple, stars and green pastures for the
cattle, the universe and tiny insects. The microscopic within the macro-history of salvation.
Everything in Him, the beloved Son, and He in us. What was scattered and fragmented has, in Him—
Jesus Christ—been gathered, ordered, reconciled, and united, thus revealing the universal beauty
of the world3.

The Son has revealed that God is Love: a Love that gathers what is scattered, that attracts,
and no one can come to Him unless the Father draws them. It is Love that draws us, our whole
being? because Love is the gravitational force beating at the heart of all creation, the indelible
fingerprint of the Creator Himself, so that everything may be carried and drawn by Love toward
Love. “My weight is my love.>” Love is the source and origin of all things (creatio ex amore), the
destination to which all things tend, the meaning of everything—of the cosmos as universe, of life, of
the human person. And it is the Rock on which everything rests.

There is no greater gravitational force than Loveé. We are mysteriously drawn toward
communion with what attracts us, because at our core we are nuptial beings. He is the One who
calls us, who draws us from the humus of our existence and lifts us up and makes us walk; He is the
One who gives us direction and who also awaits a personal encounter with us.

Love is a source of penetrating and gentle light that enables us to understand reality, that of
the world and of ourselves. It makes visible what is invisible with a gaze of mercy that rests upon
what is real, imprinting it with infinite compassion and benevolence. “Where there is love, there are
eyes.”” Without love, it is not possible to see the human person—still less the one who suffers and is
in need of care. God has eyes (cf. Ex 3:3) because He loves, and therefore He bends down, stoops
(anawim) over man in order to liberate him and draw him into His Love8. In this twilight world in
which we live, we long for a noonday Light: the Light of the Birth of Jesus, the Son of God—the only
Light that dispels darkness and exposes falsehood, that gives life in abundance and gathers all the
peoples of the earth until they become one in Him (In illo uno unum).

2 Leo XIV, PP, Mass for the beginning of the pontificate, 18 May, 2025.

3 Saint Augustine, De Ordine, cf. nn. 3 and 18. The great Augustinian insight is that all creation is ordered toward its
Creator, and the closer to Him, the more united it is.

4 Saint Augustine, Treatises on the Gospel of Saint John, XVI, 2-4 (Jn 6:41-59).
5 Saint Augustine, Confessions, XIII, 10, 9.
6 Saint Augustine, De Musica, VI, 11, 29: "Love is the weight of the soul, the gravity that draws it toward its center.”

7 Hugh of Saint Victor, "Ubi amor, ibi oculus,” cf. Benedict XVI, Address to a Seminary organized by the Congregation for
Catholic Education, 1 April, 2006.

8 Leo XIV, PP, Dilexi te, 16.



Whoever has come to know the Love of God revealed in Christ Jesus understands life as a
journey that goes from inclination to the total giving of one’s life, turned into vision, attention,
closeness, dedication, and service, freed from all narcissism. From God who is Love flows
contemplation, gratitude and man'’s firm trust, and compassion and self-giving, unto the giving of
one's life.

His Love makes us free—with a freedom that doesn't program, but one that creates and
awaits a response. Were it otherwise, we would be the product of a perverse will that seeks only
itself. But no: we are an oriented freedom (creaturely freedom). That is why existence is a
passionate adventure—dramatic in its decisions and splendid in its graces.

HOW HAVE WE BEEN DRAWN BY LOVE INTO COMMUNION WITH HIM?

By closeness. The Son has come to us. The great news is not a faith in the closeness of a
God who guides and accompanies us from above; it is the news of a God who has come down to
us. Our God is compassionate, a God who draws near, who saves by approaching us, to the point
of making Himself our neighbor, by stooping down. God is the true neighbor of us all. This is the
great proclamation of the angels, which turned night into bright day and the most desolate
landscape into a garden, a meeting place, a burning bush before which humanity recognized the
God-with-us, Emmanuel. Jesus has made Himself our neighbor in order to free us and draw us into
Communion in Love.

By likeness. Jesus has assumed our identity without ceasing to be God. | give you what |
have and | take upon myself what you are. God's closeness broke not only distance but also
asymmetry. He became like us, to the point of embracing birth from a woman, the stages of human
life, smallness, nakedness, lack of protection, dependence... This likeness led Him to touch the
wound of what is human in order to save it, redeem it, and take our place—in chains, in uncertainty,
ignorance, poverty, leprosy, and blindness... Until He identified Himself with the poorest of the
poor. “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me” (Mt 25:40).
By drawing near, Jesus has shown us the greatest love: the love of the One who chooses to take the
place of the other in order to redeem him.

To the superabundance of His Love, one answers by loving. By the principle of reciprocity,
the one who loves us wins us over, draws us, and moves us to respond with love. He who loves first
loses nothing, his Love is an inexhaustible source and will never cease to flow, even if it is not
returned. What could limit His Love? Our lack of love will not stop it?; on the contrary, His
unreturned Love will lead to confession and discipleship. “Truly this was the Son of God” (Mt 27:54).

9 Pope Leo XIV, General Audience, 13 August 2025: “Even if we fail, God will never fail us. Even if we betray him, he never
stops loving us. And if we allow ourselves to be touched by this love - humble, wounded, but always faithful - then we can
truly be reborn. And we can begin to live no longer as traitors, but as children who are always loved.”



WITHOUT HIS LOVE THERE IS NO COMMUNION. Harmony in relationships—in families,
communities, and among nations—will be the fruit of a love committed to tirelessly seeking paths of
encounter rather than distance, of peace rather than war, of justice rather than corruption.

Before the Love that Christ came to bring to the earth, all nations will bow; every knee will
bend; we will all seek the good of our brother and sister, not their destruction. Love, which does
not invent but discovers, will open real paths in the desert and viable roads through high
mountains. It will be concrete actions—not mere good intentions—that build the new world. Love has
repelled hatred, vengeance, envy, violence... The Incarnation and the Birth have been such singular
events that, in the middle of the night, of an unexpected place, of a hidden place, visited by those
least expected and suited, the Word became flesh and drew to Himself those who seek the truth
and those whom life has pushed to the margins... Shepherds and kings, come and adore: a child
has been born; the Son of God has been born.

We have been reached by His Love, and we have been drawn by Him. Let us run to meet
Him and sing: Glory, glory, glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth to people of good will!
Merry Christmas.
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